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2014: Oceana launch, EU Yellow Card, 
Fisheries Director pledge against illegal fishing



January 2015: Amendments to Fisheries Code are 
key to fighting illegal, unreported, unregulated fishing

• Vessel monitoring system

• Increased penalties

• On board inspectors 

• Administrative tribunal

• No restraining order against  

enforcement in lower courts

• Citizen Suit

• Protections from harassing 

lawsuits

Former BFAR National Director 
Asis Perez



Why The Philippines? 
A Highly Biodiverse Country





Key facts





Source: National Statistics Coordination Board: Poverty Incidence Statistics 2012

Why the Philippines?

Fisherfolk Are Poorest Of The Poor - 2012
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Challenges to 
Philippines 
Fisheries

Illegal fishing
Weak Enforcement 

of Laws

Destructive fishing     
and habitat 
destruction

Pollution

Climate change



Problems Faced by Our Ocean

Challenges

POLLUTION ILLEGAL FISHING CLIMATE CHANGE

• In September 2017, three of five 
(61%) Filipino adults nationwide 
mentioned pollution/waste 
management, 42% illegal and 
destructive fishing, and 38% 
climate change or noticeable 
changes in weather patterns as 
the three most important 
problems of our oceans today 
(Social Weather Station Survey, 
2017)



Overarching Oceana goals: Rebuild fisheries by 
overhauling management, improving enforcement



KEY CAMPAIGNS TO RESTORE OCEAN 
ABUNDANCE

• Protect Benham Rise Seafloor Habitat

• End Commercial Fishing in Tañon Strait

• Institutionalize Vessel Monitoring in Key Fishing 

Grounds

• Stop Destructive Fishing: Ban Bottom Trawling

• Protect Sardine Spawning Areas



PROTECT BENHAM BANK SEAFLOOR 

Campaign Goal: By 2018, 
get protection for the 
Benham Bank seafloor.

Status: Achieved

May 15, 2018



PRESIDENT DUTERTE 
SIGNS THE 
PROCLAMATION 
(AND OUR  
“PROTECT BENHAM” 
BOARD)



KEY CAMPAIGNS TO RESTORE OCEAN 
ABUNDANCE

• Protect Benham Rise Seafloor Habitat

• End Commercial Fishing in Tañon Strait
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Grounds
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END COMMERCIAL FISHING IN TAÑON STRAIT

Campaign Goal: Get BFAR 
and government 
enforcement agencies to 
prevent commercial 
fishing vessels from 
fishing in Tañon Strait by 
2018.

Status: Progress, but 
challenges remain



Fishing is the most important livelihood in Tañon Strait

Fishing

Other

Farming

Pedicab/Tricycle

Salary

Support from children

Carpentry

Construction

Housewife

Raising pigs

Security guard

Sell fish

Truck driving

Primary livelihood source for baseline survey 
respondents

n = 96



February 2015: Convening of Tañon Strait Management 
Board Ends “Paper Park” Status



ENFORCEMENT RAMPING UP DESPITE 
POLITICAL  PRESSURE

Seaborne Patrol No. of Cases Filed Remarks

99 121 Enforcement agencies 
include Cebu Province, 
BFAR, Coast Guard, PNP, 
Philippine Navy. Other 
activities include market 
denial and dockside 
inspection.



ARTISANAL FISHERS PUSH BACK AGAINST 
POLITICAL PRESSURE

Former Cebu Governor and Deputy Speaker and commercial fishers

Small-scale Fishers are forming a strong federation in Taňon Strait



• Government agencies tasked to patrol 
and implement maritime laws regularly 
apprehend illegal commercial fishers in 
Tañon Strait 

• Political intervention is now playing a role 
in obstructing the implementation of 
fisheries and protected area laws in Tañon
Strait



LOCAL GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENT LEADS THE 
WAY FOR SUSTAINABLE FISHERIES MANAGEMENT

Nationwide Fisheries Law Compliance Audit 
effective Aug 31



• However, 3 years after, the rules have 
not been promulgated

• There is still no implementation from 
BFAR despite the clamor from local 
government units and stakeholders to 
stop commercial fishing in Tañon.




