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DAY 2 (February 21, 2018) 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

The second day opened with thoughtful multi-sectoral prayers led by Philip Neri Estocada, President of Rotary Club Mandaue East 

for the NGOs, Johnie Lim, Owner and CEO of Body and Sole for Business, and Sr. Maria Luisa B. Javier, DC, Chairperson of 

Association of Religious Women of Cebu for the Religious sector.   They sought the blessing of the Grand Creator for the noble 

undertaking of preserving and conserving the environment.  

 

The Opening prayer was followed by a lively folk dance by the University of San Carlos Performing 

Arts.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Recap of Day 1 was delivered by the emcees, Voltaire Alferez, Executive Director of 

Community Crafts Association of the Philippines and Jessica M. Avenido, Coordinator 

of Journal Publication of University of San Jose Recoletos.  
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  Fr. Franklin Pilario touched the audience’s hearts with his discussion on the Heart of Laudato 

Si. He linked human’s personal relationship to nature with God and with our spiritual 

responsibility.  The history of our friendship with God is always linked to particular places in 

nature that takes on an intensely personal meaning.  It evokes feelings of joy and awe.   He then 

links this to spirituality and our sense of responsibility in keeping the dynamic tension between 

“tilling and keeping” (Gen. 2:15), between developing a place and keeping it wild. To illustrate, he 

lifted a line from Laudato Si, “St. Francis asked that part of the friary garden always be left 

untouched, so that wild flowers and herbs could grow there, and those who saw them could raise 

their minds to God, the Creator of such beauty.”  

 

He summed up Laudato Si under four key themes:  (1) Our Common Home and what we have done to it; (2) We are not “God,” our 

excuse for plundering Nature’s wealth. He stressed the need to imbibe the value of respect for the living environment, recognize its 

inalienable legal rights to live and flourish, independent of its utilitarian instrumental benefits for human use; (3) Everything is 

Interconnected. He illustrated how “a good part of our genetic code is shared by many living things” (LS 138) and the concept of 

intergenerational solidarity; and (4) The Conversion to the Beautiful - the need to have common lines of structural action: one 

common action, care for the global commons and differentiated responsibilities;  “The countries which have benefited from a high 

degree of industrialization, at the cost of enormous emissions of greenhouse gases, have a greater responsibility for providing a 

solution to the problems they have caused” (LS, 170).  Fr. Pilario ended his talk with a sense of hope.  Through ecological 

conversion, using the heart of Mother Earth, things can change.  

POWERPOINT PRESENTATION   
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  Asec. Cora Davis highlighted the plans and achievements of DENR in relation to Chapter 20 of the 

Philippine Development Plan 2017-22.  PDP 2017-22 is based on the 17 Sustainable Development 

Goals and is consistent with Ambisyon Natin 2014, the long-term vision of our country – Filipinos 

enjoying rooted, comfortable and secure lives (Matatag, Maginhawa at Panatag na Buhay).  In answer 

to the universal call to action to end poverty, protect the planet and ensure that peace and prosperity 

is enjoyed by all, DENR’s identified priorities are: (1) take urgent action to combat Climate Change 

and its impacts; (2) conserve and sustainably use the oceans, seas and marine resources for 

sustainable development; and (3)  protect, restore and promote sustainable use of terrestrial 

ecosystem, sustainably manage forest, combat desertification and halt and reverse land degradation,  

and halt biodiversity loss.  

 

Chapter 20: Ensure Ecological Integrity, Clean and Healthy Environment falls on the mandate of DENR.  DENR came up with a 

program to restore, rehabilitate and develop our environment and natural resources encompassing elements on good and effective 

governance in environmental protection, restoration of forests and protected areas, adoption to climate change and sustainable use 

of natural resources, conservation of coastal and marine resources and social justice in land titling.  Asec. Davis continued to report 

on DENR’s achievements in these areas:    

 

 On clean water  

 - 473 esteros have been adopted by private sectors for clean up;  

 - Target to increase percentage of priority bodies to within quality guidelines by 2022.  
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 On water resources management:  

- completed groundwater management plan in Angeles City;  

- completed comprehensive water resource assessment in Agno River Basin;  

- established 4 ground water monitoring stations in Cagayan de Oro and issued 1,020 conditional water permits. 

 

 On Solid Waste Management 

- Established 9,914 materials recovery facilities servicing 13,186 barangays;  

- 125 operational sanitary landfills in various categories;  

- closed 624 dumpsites since 2010;  

- issued 50 LGUs with non-compliance to RA 9003 from the Ombudsman 

 

 On National Greening Program:  

- 1.53 million seedlings planted in 1.86 million hectares,  

- generated 4.3 million jobs. 

 

 On Intensified Forest Protection:  

- reduced illegal logging hotspots from 197 to 17 ;  

- confiscated around 37 million board feet of illegally-cut logs and  

- filed 2,335 cases against illegal loggers 

 

 On Protected Wildlife:  

- Increased population of endangered species such as the Philippine Eagle, Tamaraw and Philippine Cockatoo;  

- filed 85 cases with 8 convictions for violation of the Wildlife Act 

 

 On improving land administration and management:  

- issued over 2 million agricultural patents, 384,467 residential patents and completed the Cadastral Survey of 

1,634 municipalities/cities nationwide 

 

 On Geohazards Assessment and mapping:  

- completed detailed geohazard maps nationwide;  

- conducted IEC in 32,969 barangays;  

- completed post-disaster geohazard assessment of 171 cities affected by Typhoon Yolanda;  
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- identified sinkhole occurrences;  

- conducted vulnerability and risk assessment  in 340 areas 

 

POWERPOINT PRESENTATION 
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  The third plenary speaker was Deputy Ombudsman for Visayas Paul Elmer Clemente, who 

discussed Challenges in the Enforcement of Environmental Laws: An Independent Perspective.  He 

gave a comprehensive talk on the anatomy of corruption and how it fuels environmental degradation.  

To illustrate, he used the formula C= (M+D) – (A+I+T), where monopoly of power and sole 

discretion, without accountability, integrity and transparency brings about corruption.  State 

environmental agents are exposed to and have to contend with bribery, kickbacks, nepotism, fraud, 

disguise, concealment and falsification.  PhP 250 B every year is lost due to corruption. To combat 

corruption, the office of the Ombudsman performs investigation, disciplinary/adjudication, graft 

prevention and public assistance. It uses preventive and punitive approaches.  Preventive 

approaches include persuasion, promotion and education.  Punitive approaches include fact-finding, 

preliminary investigation, and administration of adjudication and prosecution functions.  These are based on salient provisions 

included in various environmental laws: PD 705 or the Revised Forestry Code, PD 979 on Marine Pollution, RA 7076 or the Toxic 

Substances and Hazardous Waste Act, RA 7942 or the National Integrated Protected Area System (NIPAS) Act, RA 7942 or the 

Philippine Mining Act and RA 8371 or the Indigenous People’s Right Act.  The watchdog office has apprehended among others, 

environmental cases on unlawful quarrying, illegal mining and non-compliance to the Ecological Solid Waste Management Law.  

 

 

 

The 4th Plenary speaker was from the Development Bank of the Philippines (DBP) First Vice 

President Paul Lazaro, who discussed Financing Environmental Investments. FVP Lazaro 

introduced DBP’s Environment policy that was adopted in 1997 vowing commitment to 

Environment and Sustainable Development. In their Environmental Policy Statement, 

environmental consideration is integrated into all aspects of its operations and services, asset 

management and business decisions.  Among its priority development thrusts is to advance 

ecological integrity, clean and healthy environment.  To ensure inclusive development, they 

supported programs that include economic, social and environmental objectives, provide funding 

for LGU projects, adopted credit policies to address environmental, social, climate change and risk 

reduction considerations, among others.   
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He discussed further the various financing programs that are aligned to the Sustainable Development Goals and are servicing LGUs 

and private sectors.  These are: the Water for Every Resident (WATER) Program, Financing Utilities for Sustainable Energy 

Development or FUSED Program, the Tree Plantation Program and the Green Financing Program. 

 

The Green Financing Program is mainly in support of the various Environmental Laws of the Philippines. Solid Waste Management, 

Healthcare / Hazardous Waste Management Programs are in support of RA 9003 Ecological Solid Waste Management Act of 2001 

and RA6969 Toxic Substances and Hazardous and Nuclear Waste Act of 1990.  Resource Conservation, Resource Efficiency and 

Cleaner Production support RA 9513 Renewable Energy Act of 2008.  Air pollution Prevention and Control Program that finance 

green transport and alternative fuels support  RA 8749 Clean Air Act of 1999 and RA 9637 Biofuels Act of 2006.  Water Pollution 

Prevention and Control and Sanitation programs finance septage facilities and sewerage systems in support of RA 9275 Clean Water 

Act of 2004.  Climate Change Adaptation, Mitigation and Disaster Risk Reduction Programs support RA 9729 Climate Change Act of 

2009. The Green Financing Program is to hasten the implementation of Philippine Development Plan 2017-2022.  
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The morning session ended with the launching of Philippine Native Trees 303.  Project Leader Imelda Sarmiento gave a short 

background on the first two publications, Philippine Native Trees 101 and 202.  Both are sold out but were re-printed by the 

Biodiversity Management Bureau of DENR.  Philippine Native Trees 202 was also awarded “Best Scientific Book for year 2015 ” by 

the Department of Science and Technology (DOST).  The 3rd edition features 143 native trees and 10 palms.  

 

POWERPOINT PRESENTATION 
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The Day 2 Breakout Sessions that followed proved once again to be very stimulating.  Session 

A featured Enterprise Without Environmental Harm, chaired by Alvin M. Duazo, Marketing and 

Communications Manager of Consolacion Youth Organization and moderated by Dann Diez, 

Founder and Convenor of Let’s Do It Philippines.  There were two (2) speakers in the session.  

 

 

 

 

 
 

1. Topic: Developing Sustainable Enterprise thru Fair Trade Principles 
           by Voltaire Alferez                                             
           Executive Director, Community Crafts Association of the Philippines (CCAP)  

 

Mr. Alferez explained the concept of fair trade and how its 10 principles benefit community-based handicraft 

enterprises.  Fair trade is a social movement aimed to help producers receive fair price for their products so as to 

reduce poverty, provide ethical treatment of workers and farmers and promote environmentally sustainable 

practices.  Organizations that practice fair trade undergo an audit process to ensure that fair trade principles are 

upheld in their day-to-day work. The 10 Fair Trade guiding principles are: 

 

 

 

a. Opportunities for Disadvantaged Producers – supports marginalized small producers to enable them to move from income 

insecurity and poverty to economic self-sufficiency and ownership. 

 

b. Transparency and Accountability – practices transparency in its management and commercial relations.  It is accountable to 

all its stakeholders and respects the sensitivity and confidentiality of commercial information supplied. It practices 

participatory decision-making practices.  The communication channels are good and open at all levels of the supply chain.  

 

c. Fair Trading Practices – trades with concern for the social, economic and environmental well-being of marginalized small 

producers and does not maximize profit at their expense.  It is responsible and professional in meeting its commitments in a 

timely manner.  Suppliers respect contracts and deliver products on time and to the desired quality and specifications.  

 

Mr. Diez 
Mr. Duazo 
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d. Fair Payment – payment is mutually negotiated and agreed by all through on-going dialogue and participation which provides 

fair pay to the producers and can also be sustained by the market, taking into account the principle of equal pay for equal 

work by women and men.  

 

e. No Child Labor nor Forced Labor – ensures that no one was forced to work in its workforce.  It adheres to laws on the Rights 

of the Child.   

 

f. Non Discrimination, Gender Equity and Freedom of Association – does not discriminate in hiring, remuneration, access to 

training, promotion, termination or retirement based on race, national origin, religion, disability, gender, sexual orientation, 

union membership, political affiliation, or age.  

 

g. Good Working Conditions – provides safe and healthy working environment compliant at a minimum with national and local 

laws on health and safety.  

 

h. Capacity Building – develops the skills and capabilities of its own employees or members.  

 

i. Promotes Fair Trade -  raises the awareness on the objectives and activities of Fair Trade.  It provides customers with 

information about itself, the products it markets and the members that make the product.  

 

j.  Respect for the Environment – products produced maximize the use of raw materials from sustainably managed sources, 

buying from local when possible. Production technologies seek to reduce energy consumption, minimize the impact of their 

waste stream on the environment, uses organic or low pesticide use production method wherever possible.  

 

Mr. Alferez also shared CCAP’s success story and how they developed from a mere advocacy in support of NACIDA to the 

foundation that it is today catering to export buyers and joining the International Fair Trade Association and World Fair 

Organization.  Currently they have more than 20 partner-producers located in the Bicol Region, Pangasinan, Quezon, Rizal, 

Bulacan, Panay Island, Negros Occidental and Samar. 
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2. Topic:  Ecopreneurship – The Pinay Boracay 

 By Ma. Nimfa Desiree Segovia 

Chairperson, Boracay Women Producers Cooperative 

 

Ms. Segovia discussed Boracay Women Producers Cooperative or Pinay Boracay, a cooperative run by 

women.   The cooperative started in 2013 and had to struggle through poverty, personality differences and 

politics within the group.  Through education, bonding activities, capacity building and self-improvement 

trainings they were able to hurdle through and provide livelihood activities to their members. They now run the 

Pinay HERitage, a mini-industrial hub that processes sought after products: GLOBALOCA chocolate Pinais food 

souvenir, Hibiscus GWAPAMELA soap and shampoo bar made from gumamela, and HUDYA Therapeutic Oils.  

HERitage is open to tourists and guests who watch the production process and learn about the advocacy on 

reducing carbon footprint.  At present, the cooperative is able to help more than 100 women in the island.  Ms. Segovia owes 

their success to the cooperative’s developmental process.   The initiative that started as a means to address a social concern 

created happy, healthy and connected communities thereby creating a change in its culture. As economic activities became 

stable, creating livelihood to the local people, they were able to address global concerns like ecology and environmental 

conservation. Ms. Segovia ended her talk with a quote from DENR, “Productivity with environmental protection is the best 

answer to poverty.” 

POWERPOINT PRESENTATION 
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Session B was on Green Church.  It was chaired by Sr. Angie Villanueva, RC, 

Project Leader of Green Convergence’s Green Church program and moderated 

by Joanna de Catalina, Ph. D., head of INFECOP of University of San Jose 

Recoletos.  The session had three (3) speakers: 

 

 

 

 

 

Sr. Angie Dr. Joanna de 

Catalina 
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1. Topic:  Malate Church Environmental Programs 

 by Atty. Margierose Condes 

 Coordinator, Education Ministry of Our Lady of Remedies Parish 

 

   Atty. Condes discussed Malate Church’s 20-year old Environment Program that is based on the framework 

of Spirituality (undergoing ecological conversion), Lifestyle (leading by example) and Advocacy (reaching out 

to society).  This was initiated and guided by the Columbans under the leadership of Fr. John Leydon, 

MSSC.  The parish has successfully integrated ecology concepts and practices in its liturgy.  It has 

institutionalized the annual Feast of St. Francis - Patron Saint of Ecology, Cosmic Living Rosary and 

Ecological Way of the Cross.  It models best practices in herbal and organic vegetable gardens, Eco camps 

for children, and parishioners’ formation programs through the New Story of Creation, Creation-Cosmology 

Faith and Laudato Si.  

 

POWERPOINT PRESENTATION 
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2. Topic: Parish-Based Pocket Forests of Archdiocese of Cebu  
                      by Fr. Murphy Sarsonas 
                        Chair, Cebu Archdiocesan Commission on Environmental Concerns 

 

Fr. Sarsonas spoke on how the atonement for cutting down 260 trees has successfully grown into a province 

wide wholistic program developing Pocket Forest Ecological Parks aimed at growing five hundred thousand 

trees with supporters (diocesan clergy and youth) undergoing formation on ecological spirituality guided by the 

Laudato Si and technical training on tree planting and care. It also has a provision for ecologically based 

livelihood program. This Archdiocesan program is made possible in partnership with the government, civil 

society and the private sector. 

 

POWERPOINT PRESENTATION 
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3. Topic:  Kaunlaran Climate Change & Poverty Alleviation Program of Malolos Diocese in the Mission Parish of  
            Sta. Cruz 

  by Fr. Leopoldo S. Evangelista III  
                          Director, Diocesan Ecological & Environmental Program and Parish Priest, Sta. Cruz Mission Parish, Paombong Bulacan 

 

Fr. Evangelista inspired the Summit participants with efforts at helping his poverty stricken parishioners in his 

island parish severely affected by climate change. By eliminating middlemen in the supply chain (from fishing 

to sales to end-consumers), using alternative energy (solar panels powering the parish and water system), 

teaching the BEC women to process the harvested fish, and encouraging his and neighboring  parishioners to 

purchase directly from them, his parishioners  enjoy better pricing for their fish products  thus significantly 

improving their income.  

POWERPOINT PRESENTATION 
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Session C was on Eco-Governance, chaired by Usec. Noel K. Felongco and 

moderated by Lesly Comiso-Magalso of St. Theresa’s College Cebu.  It had 3 

speakers:  
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1. Topic:  Santiago City 

       By Mario de Guzman  

          City Environment and Natural Resources Officer, Santiago City  

 

CENRO Mario de Guzman presented their city’s best practices on various projects and best practices on how to 

prevent disaster in relation to solid waste management which won them Gawad Kalasag Award in 2016. Their area 

is basically agricultural. They have addressed the issue on Disaster Risk and Reduction Management through the 

development of a culture of safety in the entire city through consistent information drive and training in various 

barangays, government units and public and private schools. They developed their own modules on Risk Reduction 

and Safety for K to 12 which are implemented in all schools. By 2017 they have achieved total transformation in 

their culture through hard work, training and monitoring. 

POWERPOINT PRESENTATION 
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2. Topic:  Eco Governance in San Carlos City 

            By Engr. Arthur Batomalaque 

    Head, Integrated Waste Management & Pollution Control Division, City Environment Management Office,  

           San Carlos City, Negros Occidental 

 

The city is blessed with ridge to reef ecosystems that have been comprehensively and sustainably managed. They 

have well- managed programs using highland-to-ocean approach. With overseas partners like Japan, USA, 

Netherlands and Germany that provided technology and funding, San Carlos City was able to address the issues on 

solid waste management and pollution control.  They have crafted their 20-year Master Development Plan that 

attracts foreign support.  The plan includes protection and restoration plans, monitoring of possible threats through 

LAWIN, Coastal Resource Management Program, Waste and Water Treatment facilities,  Zero Open Defecation 

Program, Solid Waste Management Program, Regulation on the Use of Plastic, No segregation No collection policy and 

the final closure of their open dumpsite. With their well-implemented programs, San Carlos City is a Hall of Famer for 

being a 6-peat Galing Pook Awardee.  

POWERPOINT PRESENTATION 
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3. Topic: Bongabon, Nueva Ecija 

      By Hon. Ricardo Padilla 

      Mayor, Bongabon, Nueva Ecija 

 

Nueva Ecija Mayor Ricardo Padilla discussed the 2 task forces that he created, Task Force Kaligtasan and 

Task Force Kalinisan, to make Bongabon Clean, Green and Colored.  To make the city clean, the focus was 

on sanitation. They adopted policies that were doable and inexpensive.  Some of these are the No Stray 

Animal in open spaces that sanctions violators, cleaning of markets at least 3 times a week, requiring 

establishments and public utility vehicles to have trash cans, and regular clean up days for barangays. 

Greening projects include tree planting projects in every barangay and the establishment of plant nurseries in 
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schools, barangays and other localities.  Color programs focus on tourism.  They institutionalized programs to protect their 

nine (9) waterfalls.   

  

Session D discussed Tools for Resiliency, chaired by Romell Antonio O. Cuenca, 

Deputy Executive Director of Climate Change Commission and moderated by Prof. 

Edgar Gahisan, of the University of Southern Philippines Foundation.  The session 

had 4 speakers: 

 

POWERPOINT PRESENTATION 
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1. Topic:  Integrated Geohazard Mapping 

            by Josephine Aleta 

            Supervising Geologist, Mines and Geosciences Bureau (MGB), Region 7 

Ms. Aleta discussed mainly the mandate of MGB and the assessment and mapping tools of the bureau.  MGB 

manages geo science programs, establishes mineral reservations, conducts research and development 

studies, and provides geological laboratory services. They have a Geohazard Assessment and Mapping 

program called GAMP, to identify areas in the country that are susceptible or vulnerable to various geohazards. 

Through GAMP, they were able to produce 1:10,000 scale maps that focus on rain-induced landslide, flood 

susceptibility, coastal hazards, subsidence hazard and vulnerability and risk exposure. Impact of these events 

were lessened or mitigated through the geohazard reports and threat advisories, landslide warning signages, 

IEC materials, and information uploaded in their web portal. The Bureau provides valuable information to LGUs 

with very specific data like susceptibility of particular barangays to landslide and floods.   
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2. Topic:  Tools for Adaptation from Private – Academe Partnership 

        by Marianne Quebral 

        Executive Director, Oscar M. Lopez Center Foundation 

 

The Philippines is most vulnerable to risks related to climate change.  That is why OML Center aims to be a 

leading catalyst for generating science-based solutions to climate-related risks and disasters in the developing 

world.  They went into partnership with academic institutions to conduct studies and programs on Climate 

Change Adaptation.  The collaboration hopes to bring investment and talent/knowledge together to develop 

science-based solutions.  Co-development research projects with state universities and colleges focus on 

vulnerable regions and priority themes of water related hazards and natural resource management.  
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Researches are then translated into usable solutions. Networking with policymakers is on-going to make the information 

available and support climate change informed decisions.  
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3. Topic:  Watershed Information Portal of the Philippines 

            by Rex Victor Cruz 

       Overall Project Leader, Integrated National Watershed Research & Development Project, PCCARD 

 

Mr. Cruz discussed INWARD or Integrated National Watershed Information Research and Development 

Project that aims to establish a network of learning watersheds across the country to build up 

watershed databases in support of science-based policy and management decision making.  The 

project is funded by DOST-PCAARD, under the leadership of the College of Forestry and Natural 

Resources of University of the Philippines, Los Banos (CFNR-UPLB).  The cooperating agencies are 
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Mariano Marcos State University (MMSU), DENR-ERDS Region 11, LGUs and other state universities and colleges.  

They will develop time series of empirical databases and profiles that will be uploaded and made available in a webpage 

portal to develop stakeholders’ capacity for watershed monitoring and science-based planning and decision making.  

Project sites are the Quiaoit Watershed in Ilocos Norte, Pagsanjan-Lumban Watershed in Southern Tagalog and Saug 

Watershed in Davao del Norte and Compostela Valley.  
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4. Topic: NACI Dike River Technology:  Riverbank Rehabilitation Strategy 

      by Engr. Alvin Quer 

      Program Manager, Tribal Leaders Development Foundation, Inc.  

 

Engr. Quer discussed how their project was able to repair the Naci River by using bamboos and Napier 

grass to trap the substrate which eventually led to the improvement of its riverbank, mitigate flash floods 

and river swelling and in the long run establish areas for agriculture.  
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Session E presented winning Eco-friendly and Sustainable Schools.  It was chaired by Asec. Corazon Davis and 

facilitated by Elenida Basug, Environmental Education Division Chief of EMB-DENR.   

                                                                                                                                                   
Asec. Corazon Davis gave a brief presentation on Green or Sustainable Lifestyle that covered eco-schools and eco-cities. Last 
November 2014, in Nagoya Japan, UNESCO launched its 10-year Framework Plan of Sustainable Lifestyle and Education Program 
(10YFP). This is a global platform aimed to scale up sustainable lifestyle at a global level.  
 
“Sustainable Lifestyle” is a cluster of habits and patterns of behavior embedded in a society and facilitated by institutions, norms and 

infrastructures that frame individual choice, in order to minimize the use of natural resources and generation of wastes, while 

supporting fairness and prosperity for all.  Some examples are online shopping, mass and green transportation, resource recovery, 

waste avoidance, minimalism, and sharing of usable items, among others.  

At the ASEAN level, the Philippines strongly supports the promotion of eco-schools under the ASEAN Environmental Education 

Action Plan (2014 and 2018) and the ASEAN Eco-schools Awards.  It likewise,  supports ASEAN Environmentally Sustainable Cities 

Program through its active participation in the ASEAN Working Groups on Environmental Education and Environmentally-

Sustainable Cities.   


